
 

 

7758 Hastings Island Road, Rio Vista, California 94571-1026 

Phone  (707) 678-3325   

E-Mail: clubmail@hihp.com 

December 2014 

The Club’s Holiday Season is an active time, with families 

and friends coming out to enjoy great hunting and to try 

out all their new hunting gear.  Since these are 

historically amongst the busiest days at the Club, we 

recommend you take advantage of the extended Holiday 

Week reservation periods we offer. Beginning December 

8th, the Club Office 

will be happy to take 

y o u r  a d v a n c e 

reservation, in-person 

or by phone, for the 

following hunting 

days: December 24th, 

December 26th to 

December 29th, and 

December 31st.  The 

C l u b  t a k e s 

reservations for up to 

80 persons per day, 

with the remaining 

spots available on a 

first-come first-serve 

basis.  Members are 

required to check in at the 

Club Office prior to 

7:30am on the day of their reservation.  

Please make a note of the Club’s Holiday Hours for this 

Season: 

December 24th, 2014: 

Field Hours are 7:30am to 12:00pm.  

The Club will be closing at 2:00pm. 

 

December 25th, 2014: 

The Club is Closed. Merry Christmas! 

 

December 31st, 2014: 

The Club is open normal hours 

Field hours are 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

 

January 1st, 2015:  The Club is Closed 

Happy New Year!!  

Early Season Card Holders, December 12, 2014 will be 

the last day to hunt pheasants using your Early Season 

Card.  After that date you may still use the Club Facilities 

for fishing, trap shooting, chukar hunts and other 

activities but you may not hunt pheasant at the  Club for 

the remainder of the 2014-2015 Season, even as a 

guest. 

All Other Members 

We continue to sell 

the Late Season, 20 

Bird Cards and “extra 

birds” at the current 

pricing.  Or, you can 

purchase additional 

20 Bird Cards at the 

same price you 

p u r c h a s e d  y o u r 

original membership.  

For the past three 

season, memberships 

have filled to the point 

where we have closed 

the Club to new members.  

It is highly recommended 

you make an early deposit for the 2015-2016 Season.  It 

will ensure do not miss any membership cutoff, as well 

securing the lowest pricing for your Bird Card.   Stop by 

the Club office to make your deposit. 

A deposit makes a great Christmas present for your 

favorite hunter! 

  

The Club is now selling Garmin Dog Collar Products. 

Garmin offers a variety of products that can assist you in 

tracking your dog’s performance in the field.  If you are 

looking for a one dog collar or a collar/controller 

combination that handles multiple dogs, the Club can 

acquire just the collar you are looking for.  Pricing and 

Brochures are available at the Clubhouse 

GARMIN COLLARS FOR SALE 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO OUR MEMBERS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS!  
EVERYONE AT THE CLUB WISHES YOU A HAPPY, HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!! 

HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 

Merry Christmas from Hastings Island Hunting Preserve’s Crew! 

BIRD CARDS HOLIDAY HUNTING 
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BECOMING AN OUTDORS WOMAN PHEASANT HUNT  
NOVEMBER 6TH, 7TH AND 8TH 

If I had to use one word to sum up my weekend spent at Hastings Island Hunting Preserve it would have to be 

extraordinary. Everything from the sunset to the people to the food was more than I ever thought it could be.  

 

Once arriving at Hastings Island Hunting Preserve on Friday, all of the ladies involved in 

Becoming An Outdoors-Woman (BOW), met in the club house to meet one another, and 

to find out what the weekend had in store for us. Saturday morning we went to the club 

house for breakfast, and the food was wonderful, the Biscuits and Gravy was the best I 

have ever had. We then moved on to watch the dog demonstration. Being able to see 

the dogs work up close is something that I will never forget; the way that they move, 

and the relationship they have with their handler is something that you cannot 

describe. After all of us ladies got a chance to shoot a round of trap and get familiar 

with our guns, we were able to just enjoy the scenery and meet some of the other 

guests at the club. To have the members stop and asks what was going on, and why 

there were so many women here, then being excited to see that women were getting 

into the sport was something that I was not expecting. It gave me a sense of pride and 

encouragement that this was something that is going to be a life changing weekend. 

And to be in a place that everyone, weather you knew them or not, supported and welcomed you into the family of 

hunters. For dinner Saturday night we were surprised with the most amazing dinner. Salad, pheasant, asparagus, wild 

rice, vegetables, dessert; the food just kept coming. Being able to try the pheasant before hunting was something that I 

was very excited about. This way I knew that what I was hunting was something that I was going to enjoy eating.    

 

Trying to sleep Saturday night, knowing that I was about to go hunting the next 

morning, was like trying to sleep the night before you leave for Disneyland. You 

know you need your rest, but your excitement, nerves, and mind just won’t let 

you fall asleep. Before I knew it morning was here and it was time to see what 

hunting was all about. All the BOW ladies were broken up into hunting groups of 

3 ladies, 1 handler, and hunting dog. As we started out in the field my personal 

goal was to have the best time possible, learn how to hunt and make memories, 

and if I were to get a pheasant then that was the icing on the cake. Right out the 

gate our dog, Star, found us a pheasant. Gary, our Guide, walked us though 

everything. I could not have asked for a better Guide, he was so patient with us, 

and explained everything in a way that we could understand; he made it safe and 

fun. All three of us girls in the group were able to flush out and shoot a pheasant. The feeling of excitement and 

adrenalin that I felt as I saw Star find and point out a pheasant, walking up to it and flushing it out, waiting for it to fly 

up, aiming and firing, watching Star bring the pheasant back, was something that I will never forget. I knew after the first 

one I was hooked, I wanted more. After the hunt was over I could not wait to cook the pheasant and be able to share my 

story with my family what I was able to do. And to my excitement my husband now wants to go with me to Hastings 

Island and become a member there.  

 

Kelly Ford, BOW Member                          

 

 

 

 

Danielle and her staff would like to say a very special thank 
you to the members who gave up their weekend to help out 

with our First Annual Becoming An Outdoors Woman Hunt. 

Rob Lawson and Shannon Hodges helped prepare the 

wonderful pheasant dinner.   

Steve & Michele Artis, Gordon Strohmeier, Gary Bonini, Harold 
Swanson, Mike Scaduto and Tab Stiles.  We thank you and 

your wonderful dogs for the great hunts 

We could not have done it with out all of you.   

BOW participants with Hastings Island Hunting Preserve 

rental dog , Star 



 

 

1/31/15 to 2/1/15 

3/21/15 to 3/22/15 

3/21/15 to 3/22/15 

3/28/15 to 3/29 /15 

The Club would like to remind everyone that AB 1709 will 

be going into effect for Junior Hunting Licenses sold 

starting July 1st, 2015.  This new law mandates the 

following:  

Beginning July 1, 2015 and until July 1, 2020, a resident 

or nonresident, who is under 18 years of age, as of July 

1st, must have a Junior Hunting License.  (The previous 

age cutoff was 16 years old.)  Current Regulations do not 

require an Upland Game Bird Validation for anyone 

hunting with a Junior Hunting License.   

For more information,  you can visit  the California 

Department of Fish & Wildlife website, or find the link on 

our website. 
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NEW FISH AND GAME LAW 

The Club hosts many AKC registered Field Events 

throughout the year. These are the perfect times to meet 

with Club members, Breeders, and Dog Trainers who run 

their dogs competitively in AKC events. The schedule for 

the 2015 Spring events are below. If you are interested 

in participating, please contact the sponsoring AKC Club 

coordinator for that event.  You can find full contact 

information and a link to their perspective websites on 

our website: www.hihp.com 

Dog Trials 

 S.F Weimeraner - Hunt Test 

Vizsla Club N. C. - Hunt Test 

              GSP of N.S.V. - Hunt Test 

GWPC of Nor Cal - Hunt Test 

Yolo County Pheasant Forever 

Hastings Island Hunting Preserve, together with Yolo 

County Pheasants Forever, will host a day of pheasant 

hunting for inexperienced Junior hunters on January 17, 

2015. 

The event  includes a guided three bird pheasant hunt, 

with a dog handler and a range safety observer (to teach 

the ethics of safe and responsible upland bird hunting).   

Along with classes on the proper care and storage of a 

firearm, how to clean a bird , safe handling of firearms in 

the field, there will be a BBQ lunch and a raffle for a 

Benelli Bantam Weight shotgun.     

The success of this event greatly depends on volunteers 

to help as safety chaperones, dog handlers and the many 

support positions that help to conduct this event with 

young and often inexperienced hunters. These 

experienced volunteer efforts instill a lifetime of safe 

hunting ethics. 

To ensure your young hunter gets a chance to 

participate, you are encouraged to submit a Registration 

Form as early as possible, as this event fills up quickly.  

Reservations are accepted on a first-come first serve 

basis and you can find the Registration Form at the Club 

or on our website, the address of which is listed below. 

Pheasants Forever Organization - Yolo County Chapter 

#566 is always looking for volunteers to assist with 

events like this.  Members of the Club who would like to 

volunteer are asked to contact the Yolo County 

Pheasants Forever Chapter through their website. 

 

     Yolo County Pheasant Forever:  www.yolopf.org 

     Hastings Island Hunting Preserve: www.hihp.com 

The Club sells Gift Certificates for bird cards, pre-season 

deposits, specialty pheasant and chukar hunts, as well as 

Club merchandise.  

Personalized Gift Certificates of any denomination can be 

prepared by the club office and include your own Holiday 

Greeting. 

Club gift certificates make perfect presents or Stocking 

Stuffers for that special Hunter in your family. If you are 

still searching for a perfect gift, stop by the Office and 

one of our staff will be glad to assist you. 

Gifts for the Holidays! 

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrSbhrcGG5UWUAAjpdXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEzM3I1cDZmBHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2dxMQR2dGlkA1ZJUDMwNF8x/RV=2/RE=1416530269/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2fyolopf.org%2f/RK=0/RS=ER1905PaiThSM4D8wXo3mrmNMOU-
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrSbhrcGG5UWUAAjpdXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEzM3I1cDZmBHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2dxMQR2dGlkA1ZJUDMwNF8x/RV=2/RE=1416530269/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2fyolopf.org%2f/RK=0/RS=ER1905PaiThSM4D8wXo3mrmNMOU-
http://www.hihp.com


 

 

Why are always so surprised by the flushing Pheasant? 

Although we know birds will bust from cover with a cackle 

and take to the skies, it can still rattle a veteran hunter. 

Sometimes the surprise rattles even the best shot, 

resulting in a missed or wounded bird.  We’ve all used 

the same excuses for it “The safety was still on”; “I 

thought it was going to break to your side”; “It was still 

too close”; but the end result is that it is now time to 

begin tracking a wounded bird that may become the 

“dreaded Runner”. 

 Marking a downed bird’s last vicinity correctly and 

getting to that spot quickly are the two key elements 

in successfully retrieving a cripple. 

 A good method to mark where you saw the Rooster 

go into the cover is to drop a handkerchief, colored 

bandana or a small rag at that point, and then begin 

your retrieval search. 

 Walk a tight pattern with your dog outwards from that 

point, until the dog begins to pick up an obvious 

scent. Your dog will have his work cut out for him. 

The bird is still strong and likely has no broken legs, 

so it will be running to the thickest cover it can find, 

in order to hide.  The smart old Rooster only has one 

thing on his mind now and that is getting away from 

you.  As your dog begins to zero in on the bird’s 

position, look for the pheasant to run zig-zag and 

instinctively re-cross its own trail in an effort to 

escape. 

 In the thick cover, the best give-away to tell if the bird 

is running is the moving of tall grass in front of you 

and your dog. Pheasants can typically re-cross their 

own path and scent trail more than 10 times in their 

attempted escape, and are capable of running for 10 

or more minutes without pause, even if wounded and 

unable to fly.  A typical straight line distance in this 

scenario is more than 800 yards from the time of the 

flush to the final retrieve.  The bird is going to try to 

locate a placement in heavy cover that will allow him 

to stop and listen for sounds of the dog pursuing 

him. “Never stop hunting until the dog has the bird.” 

You and your dog are in for a workout on a long retrieve, 

but the end result will be satisfying.  There is nothing 

better than to watch your dog work hard to track and find 

a downed bird, and then faithfully bring it to you.   
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The Rooster is down, but 
not out…  

Meet the Staff 

We have many new faces to join a few familiar ones at 

the Club!  

The Office is the “home away from home” for Danielle 

Earl, our Manager, who is celebrating her 34th year at 

Hastings Island Hunting Preserve. 

Amanda Petitt is returning for her third Season at the 

Club.  She brings her calm, pleasant personality along 

with a great sense of humor.  Her hand made beanies 

and earmuffs are available for sale at the Club store. 

Along with the familiar faces, there are two new staff 

members we would like to introduce.  Janel Perry,  

mother of two boys, is a long time resident of Rio Vista 

who married her high school sweetheart 25 years ago!  

Both her children Cody and Nolan live close by.   

Christine Fowler, also a mother of two boys, has lived in 

Rio Vista for 7 years.  Darren, her eldest is attending 

college, while Tyler is in middle school. 

Please stop by the Office on your next trip hunting, and 

say a welcome “Hello” to these wonderful ladies.   

Left to Right: Janel, Christine and Amanda 

Stay Connected and Informed:  

Our website is a great resource of information for the 

events we host at Hastings Island Hunting Preserve.  

You can also find links to informative articles, past 

newsletters and contact information  

Please use this valuable tool, you can find us on the 

Web at www.hihp.com 

http://www.hihp.com

