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Hastings Island Hunting 

 Get your Bird Card Early! 

 

Enclosed is your 2013-2014 Season Application. We are currently accepting membership deposits for the next Season. 

Your $200.00 deposit will guarantee you the best possible price for your bird card. Remember, while we do not mail 

receipts for card payments, you will receive a statement near the end of August showing your payment (s) and any 

balance due.  In the meantime, if you would like a receipt for your payments, we will be happy to take your payments in 

person at the Club Office and provide you a receipt at that time.  

 

We are pleased to announce that the 20 Bird Early Season Card, which includes a significant discount in exchange for a 

shorter hunting season, will not have a price increase this year! You are welcome to buy as many of these Early Season 

Cards as you desire, but keep in mind that the Early Season ends on December 13, 2013. After that date and until the 

end of pheasant season, you will not be allowed to hunt pheasants at the Club, even as a guest. 

 

Our 40-bird card offers a lower per-bird price than the 20-bird card. In addition, a 40-bird card, purchased by June 1st, 

offers you the opportunity to attend our Clean-Up Shoot and take up to 10 pheasants for free.  This “bonus hunt” is held 

the day following the end of pheasant season. 

 

The ever popular 20-bird Full Season card will also be available. Many of our members enjoy the longer hunting season 

this card offers.  

 

There was such a good demand for hunting memberships last year the Club had to stop accepting new memberships for 

the season in January.  This has been the case two years in a row.  We hate turning away business, but we feel that it is 

important to maintain a cap on our membership.  For that reason, we highly recommend your making an early deposit 

toward next season.  This guarantees you the best possible price, as well as reserves your membership for the upcoming 

season.   

 

Please place your $200.00 deposit on the bird card of your choice as early as possible.  Remember, the best prices end 

May 31st and all prices significantly increase after September 30th. 

HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 

Managers Comments 

The 2012 -2013 Season was one of the most enjoyable Hunting Seasons we have had at the Club. Thank you!!! We are 

looking forward to seeing everyone again as we begin the 2013- 2014 Season.  We apologize if we were not able to 

accommodate you last Season, but we feel that it is important to cap our membership so everyone will be able to enjoy 

a quality hunting experience.  If you think you want to hunt during the coming season, we recommend you renew your 

application early.  Also, remember you are welcome to use the Club fields and facilities this summer, so please come 

out and enjoy!!! 

                                                                                    Danielle  

PHOTO 



As you may have noticed, the Club has a website   

www.hihp.com 

This is a good resource for finding answers to many 

questions you might have about the Club, the hunting 

seasons, memberships, dog boarding, dog training, up-

coming events at the Club, etc.  You can also download 

an application, review our Rules and Regulations and 

check out our prices. 

 

But even though we have a website, we are still a “low 

tech” operation.  We don’t process memberships or 

payments electronically and the best way to contact us 

is still by phone or regular mail.  We hope that you find 

our website to be a helpful resource. 

Chukar Hunts 

If you don’t want to pay for bird cleaning at the time of 

your hunt, then our pre-paid bird cleaning service is 

the answer.  You can pre-pay for your bird cleaning no 

matter what type of card you purchase.   
 
Until September 1st, 2013, the following discounts 

prices will apply: 
 
20 Bird Cleaning Card can be purchased for $70.00 
 
40 Bird Cleaning Card can be purchased for $140.00  
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Group Hunt:  This Hunt is for ten or fewer hunters, with a 

minimum of 100 Chukar.  On the day of your hunt, we will 

release your Chukar in fields that have been specifically 

selected for your group.  This hunt includes a continental 

breakfast, barbeque steak lunch, cleaning of all birds 

and four rounds of trap.  The cost of this exciting day of 

hunting is $1,600.00. 

No Frills Hunt:  This hunt is for our members who want to 

experience the thrill of Chukar hunting, but on a smaller 

scale and without the amenities that accompany the 

Group Hunt.  Chukar may be purchased in increments of 

ten birds.  As with the group hunt, we will release your 

birds in a field, specifically reserved for you.  These hunts 

can be purchased as 10 - 30 Chukar @ $16.00 per bird 

release or 31-100 Chukar @ $15.00 per bird. 

All Chukar hunts are available by reservation only.  These 

hunts have proven to be very popular in the past.  To 

insure the quality of your hunt, we will only schedule a 

limited number of hunts this season.  A deposit of 50% is 

required at the time the reservation is made.  All 

cancellations must be received at least one week prior to 

the hunt, or the deposit will be forfeited.  Hunts are held 

rain or shine.  Rental Dogs are available for these exciting 

hunts through the Club office. 

We Have a Website! 

Madison Pheasant Farm                              

Quality Pheasants for more than Fifty Years 

Pre - Paid Cleaning 

Luther Smith, (“Smitty”)  served in the U.S. Navy from 

1935 until 1967.  His service included WW2, Korea, 

and Vietnam.  When he retired from the service he lived 

in San Diego for awhile and decided to visit a friend in 

Madison, CA  who worked on a Pheasant Farm.  Smitty 

worked on the farm for a few months when the owner 

decided to sell.  Smitty and two of his buddies bought 

the business and started raising pheasants.  As time 

passed the partners decided to move on to other     

adventures and Smitty became the sole owner. 
 
Madison’s Pheasants has been a true mainstay of the 

game bird population at the Club.  Their knowledge and 

experience has led to a breeding stock that produces a 

vibrant - colored Ringneck that is ready to flush at a 

moment’s notice and is challenging to hunt.  
 
Smitty and is wife Bertha have been married since 

1989 and have two children, Carnina 22 and Luke 20.  

With the help of Bertha’s brother John, the family will 

continue to raise these wonderful birds for our Club.   
 
We look forward to having these Pheasants for many 

Seasons to come. 



The Doggie Hilton 
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American Kennel Club Events—AKC 

Some of our member who don’t breed dogs have asked us what these AKC Events are.  The American Kennel Club (AKC) 

is a registry of purebred dog pedigrees in the United States.  Beyond maintaining its pedigree registry, this kennel club 

also promotes and sanctions events for purebred dogs, which dogs and handler can compete.  These events are divided 

into three categories: 1) Conformation Shows 2) Companion Events and 3) Performance Events, which is what our Club 

hosts. 

 

      Date    AKC Club     Event 
 
May 11 & 12  German Wirehair Pointing Club ( GWPC)  Walking Field Trial  

May 11 & 12  Irish Setters of the Pacific (IOP)   Fun Days 

May 25 & 26  Irish Setters of Central CA ( ISCCC)  Hunt Test / Field Trial 
 
July 13 & 14  German Shorthair Pointer Club (GSP/NSV)  Hunt Test 

July 21   Sutter Buttes Pointing Dog Club (SBPDC)  Dog Handling Workshop 

July 27 & 28  Nor Cal Brittany Club ( NCBC)   Fun Day 
 
August 3 & 4  High Sierra Club     Walking Field Trial 

August 17 & 18  Sutter Buttes Pointing Dog Club (SBPDC)  Walking Field Trial 

August 31 & Sept 1 San Francisco Weimeraner Club ( SFWeim) Hunt Test 

Sept 14 & 15  Sutter Buttes Pointing Dog Club (SBPDC)  Hunt Test 

 
 
AKC Hunt Test:  A Hunt Test is an event where the natural ability and training of gun dogs is evaluated against a written 

standard. Each dog that meets this standard will earn a pass. The AKC awards the titles of Junior hunter, Senior hunter, 

and Master Hunter for performance in hunt tests. The standards for the various levels are designed to approximate a 

situation and condition encountered during upland game hunting. Dogs are required to prove the ability to retrieve and to 

find birds. The AKC provides different hunt test formats for different types of Gun Dog breeds. 
 
AKC Field Trials:  A Field Trial is a competitive Dog event where hunting dogs will compete against one another in 

simulated hunting conditions and situations. Different types of situations that can occur in the field while upland game 

hunting are depicted in the many different ‘stakes’ of the Field Trial.  Field Trials are generally considered more difficult 

than Hunt Tests; in that a Field Trial requires a higher level of training to achieve success than a Hunt Test. The term can 

be confusing, as it means different specific events to different organizations and breeds. In addition, the stakes can be 

open to any participant, or they can be restricted to just non - professional dog handlers. A sanctioned trial will be held 

under the rules and control of the AKC organization. 
 
Fun Day:  A Fun Day is an event open to registered pointing dogs of any breed. The events are designed as mock Hunt 

Tests and mock Field Trials in order to allow the participants to learn the various requirements of each of the events. This 

is the best method to introduce  a new Gun Dog Owner to Field Events. 

 

We are often asked by members which electronic dog 

collar we would recommend. After many years 

experimenting with various brands we have chosen to 

exclusively use Tri-Tronics collars for our dog rental line. 

We are confident that Tri-Tronics is the best product on 

the market.  So confident, that we have become an 

authorized Tri-Tronics dealer in order to provide our 

members with these excellent collars at highly 

discounted prices. Our thinking is that the more of our 

hunters that have well-trained dogs makes a better 

hunting experience for everyone.  Please stop by the 

Club Office to view the catalog and product list of 

available collars for sale!  If you need help 

understanding the best way to use this training aid with 

your dog, Randy Berry is available for casual advice and 

to provide in depth training classes for your and your 

dog. 

We offer Kennel boarding and walking services for your 
favorite canines here at the Club.  Our facility is an 
excellent place for your dog to spend a night, the 
weekend or longer.  Sagacious runs in a shady 
environment provide an outstanding resort for your 
animal.  We are pleased to offer our own high 
performance diet at no additional charge or you are 
welcome to bring your own food.  Spaces fill up at our 
popular Doggie Hilton, so please call the Club Office early 
to make your reservations.  Even though the Club is 
closed the month of June the Hilton is open. 

The Club is a Tri-Tronics Dealer! 



The Club is proud to offer the following dogs from top 

quality breeding for sale to hunting homes: 
 
“Covey” - a 2 year old and    

coming from our own “Sophie”.   

Covey has top German Shorthair 

Pointer bloodlines and a very 

nice personality. She loves   

families and will make a good 

hunting dog for anyone. 
 
“Alex” - This is Covey’s litter   

mate.  Alex is an active 2 year 

old. Alex has already begun 

training, but will require work to 

finish. He has strong stamina 

and drive while running in the 

field. 
 
“Trojan” - Is our youngest dog  

offered. Trojan is 7 months old, 

with striking coat  coloration and 

a style and energy in the field that 

will be hard to match.  
 
“Marty” - This is a 2 ½ year old German Shorthair Point-

er.  Marty is almost  finished, 

and comes from  Hastings   

Island’s own former all stars 

“Lola” and “Jake”.   With im-

pressive bloodlines, a strong 

nose, high set tail, and a      

picture perfect pointing style, 

this is going to be a wonderful dog for the right home. 
 
We are excited here at the Club about two breedings we 

are planning.  The first is breeding Spur to Sophie.  This 

litter should produce fantastic gun dogs. We are also 

planning to breed Mak, an English Pointer, to Sugar, a 

new addition to the rental line. 
 
If you are interested in a new puppy, please talk to Dan-

ielle about this breeding and get your name on the list 

for one of these great dogs. She will be glad to show 

you their pedigrees. 
 
Any of our dogs are available for you to hunt over before 

purchase. You can view the dogs in person at the Club 

from Wednesday through Monday, 8AM to 4PM. For 

pricing of these hunting dogs please contact Danielle at 

the Club Office.      

Line of sight - To shoot better, you must see the Bird, not the Sights 

 
A shotgun’s system for sighting may be nothing more 

than a bead at the end of a long barrel, perhaps with a 

mid- rib bead as well. Over the years, many gadgets and 

interesting inventions have been said to enhance or 

improve the ability of the shooter to hit the target. Some 

people still swear by such items as a wire frame, glow - 

beads, or other devices, but most shooters don’t like 

them at all. 
 
In fact, a Shotgun does not really need any rib or bead at 

all to function correctly or hit its targets. What is 

commonly used by experienced wing shooters is referred 

to as “not seeing the gun at all”. This means the correct 

sight laying practice of not being aware of the gun barrel 

that lies at the bottom of your sight picture other than the 

top of the barrel itself. Most shot gunners do use their 

bead to lay the top of the barrel into the sight picture 

before firing.  It allows one to easily identify if the pointing 

is accurately on target.  Think of all the times you have 

checked and re - checked that the bead is on the bird, 

pulled the trigger, and missed.  
 
It is very easy to regress when shot gunning and attempt 

to actually aim the bead as a sight onto a flying bird, 

which will greatly inhibit one’s overall success rate. Point 

- and - Shoot techniques are required to be developed for 

successful upland game bird wing shooting. This is the 

place where quick flushes and fast disappearing shot 

opportunities abound, and no game bird is more 

proficient at presenting these shots than the Pheasant 

and Chukar. There is not normally sufficient time to lay a 

bead correctly onto a bird, pull through to the beak of the 

bird, then pull the trigger after verifying the top bead is in 

correct alignment with the bird. Having an ability to point 

and shoot accurately at the correct time, without 

dawdling over where the bead is in correlation to the 

pheasant will add birds to the bag no matter where you 

are hunting. 
 
The shiny bead at the muzzle of a shotgun can easily 
attract the eye of a shooter. It requires practice and self - 
discipline to reference the location of the bead is the top 
of the barrel, place the gun barrel, NOT the bead on 
target, pull the lead and fire. Front - Bead Focusing can 
cause other problems as well. If you are aiming the bead 
directly at the bird, you are not using your available time 
to mount correctly, to establish a good firing stance, 
checking for safety issues, and to adjust for the correct 
lead required at a given flight of a bird. You will find that 
most of your shots will go over and behind the target 
pheasant, and it will fly away, because you were not 
establishing a good alignment of barrel, shooter, and bird 
to get a hit. The path to good, effective wing shooting lies 
in correctly applying the basic setup of stance, mount, 
aim, target identification, lead, and a safety check before 
firing at the bird. That leaves no time in a typical flight for 
you to spend aiming a bead directly at a flying bird.   HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 

   7758 HASTINGS ISLAND ROAD 
   RIO VISTA, CALIFORNIA 94571-1026 
 
   PHONE: (707) 678-3325 FACSIMILE: (707) 678-1604 
   E-MAIL: CLUBMAIL@HIHP.COM 
 
    WWW.HIHP.COM 
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Dogs for Sale 


