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The Club is currently accepting deposits for the 20162017 Pheasant Season. In the past several years,
Hastings Island Hunting Preserve has closed its
membership during the season, in order to maintain a
reasonable amount of hunting pressure throughout the
season.
An early deposit of $200 will secure your
membership and provide you with the lowest possible
price for your bird card. The Club offers several
discounted prices to allow you a variety of choices.
The Early Season Card is our most highly-discounted
membership and may be a great fit for you, if you don’t
mind a shorter hunting season. This membership
requires that you shoot all of your birds by December 16,
2016. After that date, you are not allowed to hunt
pheasant at the Club, as either a member or guest. All
other membership privileges remain in effect, including
chukar hunts, dog training, trap shooting and fishing.
You may also purchase as many of these Early Season
Cards as you wish. Early Season members enjoy what
many consider to be the three best months of pheasant
hunting at the Club, while we are releasing roosters.
Our 40 Bird Card offers the best possible price for our full
season hunters. These members may hunt pheasant for
the full six months of our hunting season. Additionally,
40 Bird Card members have the opportunity to attend the
Clean-Up Hunt on the day following the close of our
regular season. This hunt is open to only 40 and 100
Bird Card members and entitles the member to shoot up
to ten additional birds at no additional cost.
The Corporate Card with a minimum 100 bird purchase is
also available. This card requires a primary member,
who is the responsible person on the card, and may
include up to four additional authorized shooters. Any of
the five designated hunters may use the card and/or
bring guests. How the birds are distributed among the
five members is left up to the primary member. Each of
the individual Corporate Card hunters, as well as the
primary member, are responsible for their actions and
the behavior of their guests. The Corporate Card requires
Pre-paid Bird Cleaning to be included in the membership.
The 20 Bird Card remains our most popular form of
membership. This card offers access to of all the
activities that we offer to the Club throughout the year, at
a low cost and for the full, six-month pheasant hunting
season.

JACK AND LYN GUZMAN HAVE TRAINED MANY DOGS AT THE CLUB DURING THE LAST
35 YEARS. MEET THEIR NEW BLACK LAB, WHO IS OFF TO A GREAT START.
HAPPY HUNTING, LYN AND JACK!!!
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Please note that the Club will be closed to all activity on
the following days this coming Season: Wednesday,
February 22 and Thursday, February 23, 2017.
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Pre-paid bird cleaning is now available for the 20, 40 and
100 bird increments at the discounted price of $4.75 per
bird throughout the Season. This is a great way to save
money and eliminate the hassle of paying for bird
cleaning each time you shoot. Not interested in pre-paid
cleaning — don’t worry, you will still be able to buy
individual bird cleanings on the day of your hunt at the
regular price of $5.25 per bird.
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The Club is pleased to host our annual Spring Hunter
Safety Course on May 14th-15th. This class is limited to
25 students. It always fills quickly, so we recommend
that you make your reservations as soon a possible. Signups will be accepted on a first-paid basis. The course will
go Saturday from 8:00am to 3:30pm, and Sunday, from
8:00am until early afternoon. The cost is $10.00 per
person and meets all requirements required to obtain a
Hunter Safety Certificate. The Club will sell lunch both
days or you are welcome to use our shaded picnic area, if
you wish to bring your own lunch.
Important Dates to Remember
Spring Hunter Safety Course
2016-2017 Deposits are Due
Club Closed
Club Opens for Dog Training
Club BBQ Picnic and Trap Shoot
New Member Orientations Begin
2016-2017 Season Begins

May 14th-15, 2016
May 31, 2016
Entire Month of June
July 1, 2016
September 3, 2016
September 3, 2016
September 24, 2016
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Your application explicitly states that the Club does not
provide refunds for any reason, after September 30th.
Yet, each year we have number of members who ask for
refunds, or to have their money “rolled over” to the next
season. Most people have legitimate reasons for their
request, so why are we not able to accommodate them?
Pheasant are a perishable commodity. We forecast the
birds needed and contract with our bird breeders well in
advance of the start of the Season, and in quantities
based on our bird card sales. When you make a bird
card deposit for a specific number of birds; we contract
for those birds. Even if the member subsequently does
not shoot those birds, the Club is still obligated to take
delivery of, and pay for, those birds. We are unable to
keep pheasants in pens from one year to the next. They
simply would not survive.
The Club will fine tune its purchases through the end of
September. While we can generally source a few more
birds, if needed, by September 30th our breeders have
already raised a specific number of birds based on our
contracts with them. The flip side to that is we will never
sell memberships in excess of the birds we have
contracted. That is part of the reason we have closed our
membership in January each year, for several years now.

LEIGHLA RAMOS HOLDING THE DAY’S PHEASANTS AFTER HUNTING WITH
STEVE WEBB AND HER DAD, MICHAEL RAMOS.
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It’s likely you already know if your shotgun fits you well,
for the chances of hitting a flying taget are not very good
if it doesn’t. Have you ever considered whether your
choice of dog is the best fit for your hunting style? In
every case, there are a few tips you can use to improve
your chances of a successful day in the field.

Should you wish to request a refund, for any reason,
please do so by mailing your written request to the Club
Office on or before September 30, 2017.
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The single most important strategy for good hunts with
your dog is exposure to working in the field. Working your
dog of choice in the fields often will allow the dog to learn
how you hunt, as well as your learning your dog’s habits.
Use planted training birds to get your dog used to working
with you on a bird that you have located. Knowing where
that bird is ahead of time and watching how your dog
responds, or doesn’t, can be very instructive. Expose
your dog to a variety of terrain and cover during these
sessions. These training exercises will help you and your
dog be better hunting companions. They will also help
get your dog in proper shape for hunting season.
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Hastings Island Hunting Preserve does not provide for
“Day Hunts” or “Reserved Fields”. Our “Free Roam”
hunting requires our members and guests to be good
hunters that are rule abiding, cognizant of others, polite
and safe. With fewer than 20 birds per member we
quickly approach the “day hunter” mentality. We have
found that a minimum of 20 Bird Card Memberships
helps support the “Seasonal Member”.
We hold each and every member responsible for the
behavior of themselves and their guests. Splitting a
membership divides that responsibility and does not hold
one person ultimately responsible. We are proud of our
membership and their efforts to make outings at the Club
pleasurable for themselves and others. We have found
that by splitting cards to 10 or fewer birds per hunter,
members lose that sense of belonging to something
special and often develop a “Day Hunter” (here today and
gone tomorrow) mentality.

Whether you prefer flushing or pointing breeds, you and
your dog will gain confidence and experience, and you
will feel assured in your dog’s ability to find the next bird.
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Each season the Club receives articles lost in our fields,
including dog leads, electronic dog training collars, eye
glasses, cell phones and even the periodic shotgun.

The Club identifies a Membership as you and your
spouse. This is the only form of card splitting allowed.
This is done because the members are a single union
and may be held jointly responsible. If your spouse is
going to be attending the Club by themselves, they are
also required to follow all Fish and Game laws, obtain a
Field Pass, and attend an Orientation meeting.

Often times we are unable to identify the owner of these
items. A few minutes with a permanent marker or
engraving tool would greatly assist us in returning these
valuable items to their owners.
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Hastings Island encourages its members to become
more involved with their dogs in the field. Ultimately, this
makes both our Members and their dogs better hunters.
To this end, we make the Island available to various dog
clubs, so they have a venue for sponsoring field
performance testing events.
Primarily, these events are AKC Hunt Tests for various
pointing breeds. We often receive inquiries as to what is
required for the events, and what a Hunt Test consists of:
Hunt Tests are divided into three major categories:
Junior, Senior and Master. After achieving one of these
basic titles, owners may take their dogs on to an
“Advanced” title in each category. The requirements for
these Advanced titles are simply a higher average score
in each of the respective categories. Each category is
judged by two individuals. Judging is somewhat
subjective, with some judges being more critical than
others in certain areas of performance, and each having
their own opinions of the importance of the
characteristics that make up each of the performance
categories.

JIM KELLOGG AND HIS SON, NICK, ENJOYING A DAY AT THE CLUB
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The judges evaluate each dog’s performance and must
collaborate to decide on the individual scores and a final
PASS or FAIL for each dog. Their judgement is made
against a standard expectation for pointing breeds, and
the performances of the other dogs is not considered in
the grading. At a minimum, passing dogs must provide a
yeoman’s performance and they may provide a superior
performance. The dogs are scored on a 0-10 scale, with a
minimum average score of 7 required to pass.
Additionally, no single category may be scored below 5.
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Jim Kellogg, a long-time Club member, was first
appointed to the California Department of Fish and Game
Commission by former Governor Gray Davis. Since then,
Jim has been re-appointed to the Commission by various
Governors of both political parties and has twice served
as the Commission President.
Jim’s efforts with the Commission and on behalf of
hunters Statewide were in addition to his professional
career. Although Jim retired several years ago, he
continued to serve on the Fish and Game Commission
until this year. Recently, Jim announced his resignation
from what is now called the now Fish and Wildlife
Commission. In fact, Kellogg was the longest serving
Commissioner to serve on the Commission, since it was
established in 1870.

Multiple passes are required to achieve each Hunt Test
level title. A dog may start at any level and progress
upward. Some participants only enter their dogs in the
highest level test to attain a Master Hunt Test title.
Others start at the lowest level, Junior, then work their
way up. Depending upon how a dog is entered, 4-6
PASSES at any one level are required to attain a Hunt
Test title. Once a dog passes a higher level, it may not be
again entered in a lower level.
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Jim has been a great friend of California hunters and
fishermen. His contributions were numerous and his
presence on the Commission will be greatly missed by
those who support hunting and fishing. Thank you Jim.
Enjoy your full retirement. We look forward to seeing
more of you at the Club.
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Many of our Members have had questions about the
implementation of the law covering non-lead ammunition
requirements in California, and how they are scheduled
to be phased in. In certain areas of the State, there is
already a ban on using lead-based ammunition. The Club
is a California Licensed Game Bird Club, and as such falls
under the requirements that non - lead ammunition must
be used starting July 1, 2019.
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While hunting laws perserve wildlife, ethics preserve
opportunites for all to hunt. Ethical behavior concerns
issues of fairness, respect, and responsibility not covered
by law. The practice of good ethical behavior easily sways
public opinion of hunting. It may not be illegal to become
rude with a landowner when he says no to your hunting
there, or to be careless about picking up your trash after
a day fishing, but most of us would agree that such
irresponsible and bad bahavior is unethical. Ethics is the
habit of “doing the right thing even when no one else is
watching - and even if doing the wrong thing might still be
legal.” Respect is the watchword for using good ethics.

If you have any questions on the implementation process
for non - lead ammunition, you can obtain more detailed
information at California Department of Fish and Wildlife
website: www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/hunting/lead-free/
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This summer we are excited to be hosting a number of
events, many of which are being sponsored by regional
dog clubs. As you can see, the Club has something
scheduled almost every weekend during the off-season.
If you would like to attend or participate in one of these
fun events, please call the listed contact:

YOLO COUNTY PHEASANT FOREVER - WOUNDED VETERANS HUNT
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Hello Hasting Island. My Name is Kevin Reagan and I am
the President of the Yolo County Pheasants Forever. I
have the pleasure of writing this short article about a
special hunt project we conducted at Hastings Island this
year.

March 16 - 25

Post-Season Rooster Shoots
(By Reservation Only - Call the Club)

March 16 - May 31st

Spring Chukar Hunts
Call the Club Office to Reserve a Hunt

April 30 - May 1

Sutter Buttes /Hunt Test
Pam Brann
(916) 784-0136

May 7 - 8

Vizsla Club of Northern CA / Fun Days
Susie Baur

We were happy to present a Veterans Hunt, sponsored by
Pheasants Forever. It took place on the 30th of January.
Our chapter, along with the help of Hastings Island and
many of the Members there acting as volunteers, were
able to provide six Veterans a chance to hunt pheasants.
The hunters were provided three pheasants each to hunt.
Two out of the six Vets had never hunted pheasants. All
together 18 birds were available. These guys were good
shots. They came away with 15 out of the 18 birds
provided. I am very grateful to these Veterans. I see this
project not only continuing for years to come, but growing
in numbers of hunters that participate. These veterans
had a lot of fun!!!!!!
Our thanks go out to volunteer dog handlers that day:
Bob Christiansen and Gordon Strohmeier. A special
thank you also to Hastings Island for allowing us to
conduct this unique event!!!

(510) 482-9408

May 14 - 15

Hunter’s Safety Course
HIHP Club Office (707) 678-3325

May 14 - 15

Irish Setter Club of Pacific/ Fun Days
Sharon Hall
(408) 255-2066

May 21 - 22

German Wirehair Club / Field Trial
Diane Marsh
(916) 762-2277

May 28 - 29

Irish Setter Central CA / Field Trial
Matt Czarnecki
(707) 322--6267

July 9 - 10

SF Bay Weim Club / Hunt Test
Martha Zimet
(831) 419-3610

July 16 - 17

GSP/NSV / Hunt Test
Chuck Ramage
(925) 252-1907

July 23 - 24

Northern CA Brittany Club / Fun Days
Jan Schmoldt
(530) 742-1488

July 31st

German Wirehair Club / Fun Day
Diane Marsh
(916) 762-2277

Aug 20 - 21

Northern CA Brittany Club / Field Trial
Jan Schmoldt
(530) 742-1488

Fall 2016

Fall Chukar Hunts
Call the Club Office to Reserve a Hunt

Sept 3rd

Club Barbecue and Trap Shoot
HIHP Club Office (707) 678-3325

Sept 3 - 18

Pre-Season Rooster Shoots
Call the Club Office to Reserve a Hunt

HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE

7758 HASTINGS ISLAND ROAD
RIO VISTA, CALIFORNIA 94571-1026
PHONE: (707) 678-3325 FACSIMILE: (707) 678-1604

A BLAST FROM THE PAST!

E-MAIL: CLUBMAIL@HIHP.COM

DANIELLE , LUPE, AND JACKIE
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