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Hastings Island Hunting HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 

We would like to welcome all of our returning and our new members, for another exciting season of hunting!!  This 

year we are having several special events that you won’t want to miss.  Please see the following articles in this 

newsletter describing our dog seminars and gun sales events.  We look forward to seeing you at the Club for 

another successful year of hunting!            Danielle Earl, Club Manager 

MEET THE MINOLLI’S 

Dick and Donna Minolli celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary on August 10th.  Both were born and raised in 

the Bay Area and decided it was a good place to raise a 

family.  Dick worked in the wholesale liquor business for 

over 35 years and Donna was a Pediatric Nurse for over 

40 years.  They have one son David who is married to 

Nancy and two grandchildren, Ava (13) and Dominic (10).  

David and his family live in Martinez, which is great for 

visiting the grandkids.  
 
When they were newlyweds, 

Donna and Dick’s got their first 

dog, Penny, who they began 

training as a hobby, which over 

the years progressed to 

competition and judging.  They 

have developed and trained all 

of their dogs on Hastings 

Island.  Dick and Donna have 

field trailed their German 

shorthaired pointers in 

California, Nevada and Oregon 

for over forty years.  Dick still 

handles his own dogs in field 

trials, today.  
 
Dick has judged well over one-

hundred fifty field trials in his 

career, encompassing all 

breeds. He has judged the 

National German Shorthaired 

Pointer Association, Inc. (NGSPA), 

Region Eleven Shooting Dog, All 

Age and Derby Championships, The American Field 

Amateur Shooting Dog Championship, and the German 

Wirehaired Pointer Club of America (GWPC) Amateur Gun 

Dog National and Derby Classic.  
 
Dick was past president and Donna secretary of the 

NGSPA Region Eleven championship and president and 

secretary of the High Sierra German Shorthaired Pointer 

Club (GSPC) of California. 
 
Even though they are retired, they keep pretty busy.  They 

both love to fish and enjoy their home in Burson, just 

east of Lodi, with their horses and dogs.  They like to take 

day or overnight trips to Napa or Sonoma for some fine 

dining.  We certainly are glad to have them at Hastings! 

 GET YOUR BIRD CARD EARLY! 

The Late Season 20 Bird Card is the only card that 

will be available after September 30, 2013. 

We recommend that you purchase your 2013-2014 

Season Bird Card before the Season starts.   

High demand for membership has forced us to close our 

membership to new members mid-season, the last two 

years.  

We would also like to remind you that the Late Season 

20 Bird Card, available after October 1st, has a 

significant price increase. 

20 Bird Early Season Card - No 

price increase this year!  It 

remains at last season’s 

discounted price.  You are 

welcome to buy as many Early 

Season Cards as you desire, 

however, they have the shorter 

hunting season.  The Early 

Season ends  December 13th, 

2013.  After that date, you will 

not be allowed to hunt 

pheasants, even as a guest. 

40 Bird Card  - It is available 

until September 30th and 

includes a per-bird discount 

over the regular 20 Bird Card.  

The 40 Bird Card also allows 

you to participate in the end of 

season Clean Up Shoot, at which 

you can take up to 10 pheasants 

for free. This card offers you the 

best value on birds. 

20 Bird Full Season Card -  It is still available!  Many 

members enjoy the longer hunting season that this card 

offers.  

Note that we offer a discount for cash, check, or money 

order.  We also accept Visa and MasterCard at our 

regular pricing.  We do not accept credit card payments 

over the phone, but we will happy to process those 

payments, in person, at the Club Office. 

The Minolli’s have been members of the Club since 

the day it opened in 1969. 



Enclosed is a 2013-2014 Season Application.  If you are 

already a member for this season, pass it along to fellow 

hunters who have interest in becoming Club Members.  

We are still accepting memberships and the regular 

prices are in effect until September 30, 2013. 

 

For members who made payments for the 2013-2014 

Season, your Statement is enclosed.  If you need a 

receipt for a payment, we will be more than happy to 

provide you with one when payment is made, in person, 

at the Club Office. 
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HARRY MARX & NIKKI 
Club BBQ / Trap Shoot *   September 7 

 10:15 am - Station Assignments at the Trap Range 

 10:30 am - Trap Shooting Competition begins  

 

First Day to Pick Up Bird Cards  September 14 

 Members are welcome to pick Bird Cards that are paid 

 in full  

 

New Member Orientations *  September 14 &15 

 Begin promptly at 8:00am and last approximately  

 30-40 minutes.  

 Continue every Saturday and Sunday at 8:00am 

 throughout the Season.  

 New members can attend the Orientation, then 

 participate in any of the activities of the day. 

 

Pre-Season Rooster Shoots *  September 12, 13 & 14 

 

Hunter Safety Class *    September 14 & 15 

 

Pheasant Season Starts   September 21 

 

Last Day to Pay - Off Bird Cards 

without incurring a late fee   September 30 

 

Chukar Hunts      By Reservation 

 

  *Advance reservations are strongly recommend for 

these events.  Field hours for the hunts are 8:00am to 

1:00pm.  The Coffee Shop will be open during these hunts 

with a special lunch menu.   

 

Visit our website at: www.hihp.com and look under the  

calendar tab to see our full calendar of events for the 

2013-2014 Hunting Season. 

Harry Marx Gun Sales 

Harry Marx began hunting when just a boy growing up in 

San Mateo.  His fascination with guns increased as he 

grew older, became a GM dealer and finally reached retail 

proportions when he opened a gun import business inside 

his car dealership in Gilroy. 

A member of Safari Club International and numerous other 

hunting and wildlife preservation organizations, he spends 

time each season in the field, enjoying the camaraderie of 

dogs and friends.  He has been a friend of the Club for 

many years and has enjoyed hunting at Hastings Island 

with his French Brittany, Nikki, at his side.   Duck season 

will find him at his duck club, The Loony Spoony, in Los 

Banos with his Lab, Molly, racing him to the blind. 

Los Banos is also the location of Hi-Grade Imports,     

Harry’s gun shop.  The shop is fascinating, filled with 

hunting art, books, duck decoys and big game trophies 

decorating the walls…...…and, of course, guns. 

Representing Beretta, Benelli, Franchi, Stoeger, Blaser, 

Sauer, Mauser and Perazzi, he also imports the 

handcrafted shotguns by Grulla Armas, nestled in the 

Pyrenees in the Spanish Basque Country and is a 

representative for the venerable English maker, James 

Purdey & Sons.  Harry specializes in “ready-to-hunt” big 

game rifles, from a 458 Lott to a BB gun!  A fine collection 

of more than 350 new and pre-owned long guns reside in 

the safes at Los Banos. 

Harry undoubtedly has a number of collector’s grade 

weapons, but in his upcoming visit to the Club he will have 

mostly field grade guns, priced to fit to all budgets,.  Harry 

will be at Hastings Island Hunting Preserve on two different 

days this fall:    

October 5, 2013        December 7, 2013 

If you’d like to speak with Harry beforehand, you may 

contact him at (408) 422-3515.   

Harry Marx Hi-Grade Imports 

Dealers and Importers of Fine Guns 

925 I Street, Los Banos, CA 93635 

(209) 827-1177 

www.higradeimports.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



COFFEE SHOP 
 

Will be open September 21st  through March 17th 

 
Monday’s 7:00am to 1:00   
Tuesday’s Closed  
Wednesday - Friday 7:00am to 2:00   
Saturday - Sunday 7:00am to 3:30 pm  
 
Drinks are usually available up to  ½ hour after closing 

time.  

Jackie has worked for Hastings Island Hunting 

Preserve for 33 years.  She looks forward to opening 

up the kitchen each morning to see who will appear 

and brighten her day, or make her say a bad word or 

two! 
 
Did you know Jackie is a newlywed of two years?  She 

married her best friend Wayne Martin.  Wayne 

understands how devoted Jackie is working for 

Hastings Island, so they have two homes, one here on 

the Island and one in Sacramento. 
 
Jackie has two daughters; Kathy (37) and Loni (34), 

and has been blessed with nine grandchildren.   

Kathy lives in Arizona and has four daughters and two 

sons: 13 year old twin girls, 4 year old twin boys and 2 

year old twin girls.  Yes! you read that right three sets 

of twins, how lucky is that!   Loni lives in Stockton and 

has 3 boys ages 13, 11½ and the newest member is 

6 months.  Jackie sees her grandchildren as an 

extension of herself and they all look alike in the eyes. 

She is very proud of each and every one of them and 

happy they call her Granny. 
 
Both Jackie and Wayne are hunters at Hastings, but 

now Jackie hunts with camera.  They just added a 

new German short hair pup last winter to extend their 

family and named her Shasta.  She has definitely 

livened up the house and Jackie is learning right 

alongside of her.  They are looking forward to the day 

they can put Shasta out in the field with Cody their 

other hunting dog.  He may get his nose out of joint 

for a minute or two and then discover that Shasta is a 

girl.  
 
Jackie treasures the many friends she has made with 

members and employees and looks forward to the 

new season! 
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Chukar Hunts 

The Club is currently taking reservations for Chukar 

Hunts for members starting September 1st, 2013.  
 
Group Hunt:  This Hunt is for ten or fewer hunters, with a 

minimum of 100 Chukar.  On the day of your hunt, we 

will release your Chukar in fields that have been specifi-

cally selected for your group.  This hunt includes a conti-

nental breakfast, barbeque steak lunch, cleaning of all 

birds and four rounds of trap.  The cost of this exciting 

day of hunting is $1,600.00. 

No Frills Hunt:  This hunt is for our members who want to 

experience the thrill of Chukar hunting, but on a smaller 

scale and without the amenities that accompany the 

Group Hunt.  Chukar may be purchased in increments of 

ten birds.  As with the group hunt, we will release your 

birds in a field, specifically reserved for you.  These hunts 

can be purchased as 10 - 30 Chukar @ $16.00 per bird 

release or 31-100 Chukar @ $15.00 per bird. 

All Chukar hunts are available by reservation only.  A de-

posit of 50% is required at the time the reservation is 

made.  All cancellations must be received at least one 

week prior to the hunt, or the deposit will be forfeited 

without refund.  Hunts are held rain or shine.  Rental 

Dogs are available for these exciting hunts through the 

Club office. 

 Pre Paid Bird Cleaning 

If you don't want to pay for your bird to be cleaned at 

the end of each hunt.  You can pre-pay for your bird 

cleaning at the price of: 

  20 Bird Card  $  80.00 

  40 Bird Card  $160.00 



Chukar present a great challenge to the hunter. It is a bird 

that loves remote, rugged mountain country.  It sprints like 

a roadrunner (always uphill), has eyes like an eagle and 

possesses the wariness of a fox. 
 
The name Chukar (pronounced chucker) is simply the 

birds’ rally call, the most common of their varied notes. A 

low intense call is chuck, chuck, chuck, given slowly and 

with definite breaks between each call. As the intensity of 

the calling rises, it changes to per-chuck, per-chuck with 

accent on the second syllable, and it is given at faster 

tempo.   At highest intensity, and usually highest volume, 

the call becomes a three-syllable chuckara-chuckara-

chuckara. 

 

Seeds and foliage of grasses (especially cheatgrass) are 

the chukar’s favorite foods, but it also eats shrub fruits, 

forbs and insects. The birds live in coveys of a few to more 

than 200 individuals, but usually 10 to 20. 
 
Decades of trial and effort, and innumerable failures, were 

required to establish this outsider as a gamebird in the 

U.S.  Eventually the hard work paid off, thanks to a handful 

of determined men, and Chukar are now an important part 

of the American hunting scene. 
 
Bureau of Biological Survey records indicate only 54 

chukar were imported into the U.S. between 1901 and 

1911.  But from the 1930s through the 1960s, thousands 

of chukar were released in nearly every state.  Washington 

received its first birds in 1931, followed by California in 

1932, Idaho in 1933, Nevada in 1935, Utah in 1936, 

Wyoming in 1939 and British Columbia in 1950. 
 
Chukar did well in the western high country. Nevada was 

the first to achieve sustained success.  A 2-day hunt there 

in 1947 was the first open season in the U.S.  Washington 

was next in 1949, followed by Hawaii (1952), Idaho 

(1953), California (1954), Wyoming (1955), Oregon and 

Utah (1956), Colorado and British Columbia (1958) and 

Montana (1959). 

2013 - 2014 Rental String  

“All - Stars”: For Rent or Sale! 

 Hunting Chukar 

Interested in purchasing one of our highly trained rental 

dogs?  Take advantage of our “rent to own” program where 

your dog rental fee(s) can be applied to the purchase price 

of one of our rental dogs.  Call Danielle Earl, at the Club 

office, for more information on this great program, where 

you can really get to know a dog and is capabilities, before 

making the commitment to buy. 

 

Of course we also rent dogs.  Our Rental Line All - Stars are 

available on an advance reservation basis.   
 
1. “Spur” - Our bird machine in the Kennels.  At 6 years old, 

this German Short hair Pointer is very friendly and a 

machine that wants pheasant after pheasant in the field.  

You won’t regret a hunting day over this “Cadillac” of 

Upland dogs. 
 
2. “Star” - Litter mate to “Spur” , she is a wonderful family -

oriented dog and really enjoys her time in the field hunting 

Pheasants .  Star is one of our most requested German 

Short hair Pointers, we recommend you get your Dog 

Reservations early for this little package of dynamite. 
 
3. “Tank” - One of a kind, This 3 year old German Short hair 

Pointer surprised us with some top - notch performance 

last Season as we brought him on the rental String. He is 

all business in front of the shotgun; and his bird work is 

amazing to watch. 
 
4. “Spider- Man” - Our recent addition of an English Pointer 

to the Rental Line, this 3 year old will hold the point until 

released every time.  His rock solid and steady points are 

camera -quality; and a real joy to behold. He really enjoys 

kids, too! 
 
5. “Sophie” - our 6 year old German Short hair Pointer 

female, Danielle’s upland dog of choice. You’re going to be 

hard pressed to find a better all around companion for your 

hunt. 
 
6. “Lady” - a 4 Year old German Wirehair Pointer from 

some of our most famous blood lines; this friendly, 

personable dog loves families, hunting, and finding 

pheasants even in the deepest cover! 
 
7. “Bear” - Litter mate to “Tank” this German Short hair 

Pointer began to show us his stuff at the end of last 

Season and we are expecting great things from this dog. 
 
8. “Zack” - a 4 Year Old German Short hair Pointer - he is 

the newest addition to our Rental Line. Coming from some 

of the same blood lines we have previously offered to the 

vast enjoyment of our Members, this dog should be a very 

nice hunting partner to enjoy a day pursuing pheasants in 

all kinds of cover. 

  HASTINGS ISLAND HUNTING PRESERVE 
   7758 HASTINGS ISLAND ROAD 
   RIO VISTA, CALIFORNIA 94571-1026 
   PHONE: (707) 678-3325 FACSIMILE: (707) 678-1604 

   E-MAIL: CLUBMAIL@HIHP.COM 
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DO NOT MISS THE UPCOMING 

DOG DAY AND CLINIC AT THE CLUB 
 

Your dog is the probably the most critical component to 

your having a successful day in the field. 

 

On November 9th, the Club is very fortunate of have two 

highly qualified and accomplished professionals be on 

hand to give short seminars on the following topics.  The 

cost of these talks is included in your membership.  

 

9:00am – 11:00 am  

Randy Berry  30 time National Field Trial Champion  

and Owner,  Von Steuben Kennels  

“How to Bring out the Best in your Dog while in the Field” 

 

1:00pm – 3:00 pm  

Cindy Hieller, DVM        Redwood Veterinary Clinic   

“Ticks, How to Prevent Overheating in the  

Field and Basic Dog First Aid” 


